
PPLEA has many wonderful 

traditions, one of which is the 

New Years Day Trail Ride. 

Rain or shine, warm or sub-  

arctic, dedicated members of 

our club hit the trail every 

January to ring in the New 

Year. This year Jeff & Donna 

Blake and their nephew were 

joined by Carolyn Herndon,  

Donna Gray, John Morss, 

Sheri Thompson, and Jackie 

Lane at the M Lazy C Ranch 

near Lake George. All in all 

about thirteen riders partici-

pated, some on mules and 

some on horses (poor things!). 

The trail boss did a great job 

finding lookout sites and mak-

ing stops when needed so that 

they could see and appreciate the beautiful 

valley . The sun was shining, and there was 

fresh powder on the ground. The weather 

couldn't have been better. The ride lasted 

about three hours, and everyone got back 

safely.  -A successful ride! 

Afterwards, the riders gathered for a potluck 

and some delicious chili. It was the perfect 

ending to an exceptional day.    

The new board members were voted in 

at the Christmas dinner gathering and 

got to work almost immediately plan-

ning for the new year. They would like 

to heartily thank the past PPLEA board 

members for their hard work and com-

mitment to keeping the world safe for 

(from?) mules and mule-lovers.      

Goals for the 2010 mule year are: 

1. Have fun  

2. Ride often 

3. Be safe 

4. Learn ólots 

5. Pass it on 

We hope to see everyone at the next 

PPLEA meeting on Feb. 2, 2010.  
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T h e  L i t t l e  B ra ye r                                      

 Meeting Minutes for January 5, 2010 
 

 

      The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm with 36 members  

      in attendance. President Bill Lavoie presided.  

      Corrections to the December newsletter were noted and  

      approved.  

      The treasury report was given noting current balances in  

      savings & checking accounts and new revenues. Report was 

      accepted.  

Agenda:  

I. Updates to recent mailings: Out-of-state trips (Utah and South Dakota) can be sponsored by PPLEA.  

 Must have Hold Harmless Agreements on hand for every participant. Person in charge of each ride  

            will responsible for managing the paperwork and having copies of the  HH forms available. Members 

 request that additional HH forms are sent with this newsletter so that extra copies are available   

            if needed.  

II. Presidentõs goals for 2010:  

     1) Become more of a riding club than a social club.   

     2) Have 3-4 educational opportunities per year   

     3) Offer 1-2 clinics per year   

     4) Set aside funds in budget to pay for donations,  drawings, and insurance. 

          Comments:  

 Jim recommends that a proposed budget be developed for the club and posted in the newsletter. 

 Bobbie suggests that money be put aside so that the club can stay 1 year ahead on insurance payment. 

 Jeff reminds us that we have to be careful how much we set aside é we are a non-profit and donõt  

            want to appear to be making money. Motion to prepare budget proposal was seconded and passed.  

 *Additional reminder that the insurance covers the òother guy,ó not club members.  

III. Organization 

       Sign-up sheets for trail rides and other activities were passed around. 

       Paul P. and Carolyn H. will be co-chairs for the Trail Ride Committee. 

       Jackie L. and Linda G. will be co-chairs for the Parade Committee. 

       Jeff B. and Mary L. will be co-chairs for Activities and Education  

       Committee 

          Comments: 

          Paul P. suggests we do a òwork dayó to help maintain trails, etc. since we use often them. Consensus  

          was positive with several members giving suggestions for possible work sites. Paul will work on details. 



 
Meeting Minutes continuedé        Page 3 

  

 Fritz suggests a back-country project near Westcliff that needs support. Mules are invited and used 

            to pack-in equipment. There are also projects in the Sangre de Cristos and the Spanish Peaks.  

 

IV. Inventory 

 Jackie will collect equipment and make an inventory list. A copy of the list will be given to Bill 

 Lavoie by the next meeting. Bill authorized the purchase of plastic bins to store the stuff and keep  

 it clean.  

 Jackie has the 1st aid kit. When going on a trail ride, the trail boss will be responsible for getting the  

 kit from Jackie and returning it to her after the ride.  

_____________ New Business_____________ 

V. Facebook?  

 Donna volunteered to establish a Facebook site for PPLEA. Fritz cautioned us about what to put 

 on it. 

 -Nothing personal  -No specific details about our activities  

 Charlie asks why we should have both a PPLEA website and a Facebook site. 

 It was suggested that Donna Gray do a presentation to the club about Facebook so that we can 

 better understand what it is and what it looks like. 

 

VI. February Meeting 

 Club would like more information on the Utah ride (Jeff and Donna Blake) and the South Dakota 

 ride (Mary Lewis and Richard Ortmeier) 

 

VII. March Meeting 

 This is the meeting when we do the auction fund-raiser.  -So everyone bring something to auction! 

 

Motion to adjourn at 7:50 pm.  Seconded and passed.  

 

ññññññ-Miscellaneousñññññññ 

Mary Cory has a donkey who needs a good home é perhaps it could go to someone who would like a  

donkey to help guard flocks. 

 

Someone (so sorry did not get his/her nameð email the club if you are interested) also knows of a 5 year old 

Arabian molly for sale. 13.5 hands tall.  $600



 

WARNING  

Under Colorado Law, an equine professional is not liable for an injury to or the death of a participant  

in equine activities resulting from the inherent risks of equine activities pursuant to section 13-2-120, 

Colorado Revised Statutes. 

HOLD  HARMLESS  AGREEMENT  

I hereby release Pikes Peak Long Ears Association, its officers, Board of Directors, and members from 

any claim or right for damages which may occur to me, my minor children, our mules or other equines, 

and/or our equipment. I also assume and accept full responsibility for any damages done by us or our 

mules or other equines at any Pikes Peak Long Ears Association sponsored or supervised activity.   

 

Family Member       Birthdate       Signature 

              (parents sign for children under 18) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Critical Information: 

______________    ____________________________________________________________ 

Date                           Address (include street, city, state, zip) 

(______)_____________      (______)______________    _____________________________ 

Home phone #                                        Cell phone #                         Email address 

__________________________________________(_______)_________________________ 

Emergency contact name                       Relationship                               Phone # (s) 

______________________________________________________(______)______________ 

Hospital of  choice  (name, location, phone  number) 
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What is a Coggins Test and Why Is It Important to My Mule? 

The Coggins Test is a blood test used to diagnose the disease Equine Infectious Anemia (EIA) 

sometimes called swamp fever. EIA is a viral disease of  horses and other Equidae such as  

ponies, mules, and donkeys. Once infected, the animal is infected for life. There is no effective 

vaccine and no known cure. When infected with the virus, the horse will develop a fever, be off  

feed, and possibly show some bruising of  the mucous membranes. After recovering from the 

initial illness, some horses develop recurring cycles of  the above symptoms that lead to the  

classic signs of  anemia, weight loss, and ventral edema. The frequency and severity of  these  

episodes decrease with time. Most horses do not die, but become asymptomatic carriers  

(i.e., animals with no signs of  illness who are still capable of  spreading the disease). Many  

horses that are infected will show very few of  these symptoms and quickly become asympto-

matic carriers. These mild symptoms can easily be mistaken for other less serious diseases.  

Animals that are currently showing signs of  disease have larger amounts of  virus in their blood 

than asymptomatic carriers, but both can spread the disease. EIA is not contagious to people 

and is not directly contagious from horse to horse. It can only be spread via contaminated blood. 

The most likely way this occurs is via blood-sucking insects such as horseflies, deer flies, and less 

frequently mosquitoes.  

 

Dr. Leroy Coggins of  Cornell University developed the first accurate laboratory procedure for 

diagnosing EIA in 1970. The test does not detect the virus itself, but it does detect the presence 

of  antibodies in the blood. Scientists all agree that the presence of  antibodies is proof  of  infec-

tion by the virus. The U.S. Department of  Agriculture made the Coggins Test the official test for 

EIA in 1973. Most laws dealing with EIA are established at the state level. Most states generally 

require at least a health certificate and a recent (past 6-12 months) negative Coggins Test for a 

horse to enter the state.  

Several things can be done to help protect horses from exposure. These include: 

* Test all horses for EIA at least annually.  

* Stable owners should require a current negative Coggins Test before introducing new equines. 

* Horse show and event managers should require and verify all certificates.  

* Needles or syringes should never be used on multiple horses. 

Prepared by Dr. Ed Jedrzejewski, Assistant Manager, Penn State Equine Unit. October 2007.  
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A Great Story Out of  Montana- 

 

 

A couple from Montana were out riding on the 

range, he with his rifle and she (fortunately) with 

her camera. Their dogs always followed them, but 

on this occasion a mountain lion decided that he 

would also follow to stalk the dogs (Youôll see 

the dogs in the background watching).  

                                      ...Very, very bad decision. 

The hunter got off the mule with his rifle and  

decided  to shoot in the air to scare away the lion, 

but before he could get off a shot the lion charged 

in and decided he wanted a piece of those dogs.  

With that,  the mule went on the defensive and  

decided HE wanted a piece of that lion. Thatôs 

when all heck broke loose for the lion. 

 

As the lion approached the dogs, the mule  

snatched him up by the tail and started whirling 
him around banging the catôs head on the ground 

with every pass. Then the mule dropped the cat, 

stomped on it and held it to the ground by the 

throat.  The mule then got down on his knees and 

bit the thing all over a couple of dozen times to 

make sure it was dead. He then whipped it into the 

air again, walked back over to the couple (that 

were standing there in stunned silence) and stood 

waiting to continue his ride as if nothing had just 

happened. Fortunately, even though the hunter did 

not get a shot, his wife got these pictures. 

           http://trippytimes.com/?p=57 



Bob Colgrove is looking for a good home for one of his mules who has been living at the Mule Barn. This beautiful boy is  
a trail and parade mule named Reno. Reno is black and stands 15 hands high. He is 23 or 24 years old and is good with 
kids. Bob says he gives Reno an apple and some grain every day so he may be òa bitó spoiled, and Bob would like him to stay 
that way.  Reno comes with his own saddle, headstall, blankets, brushes, hoof pick and a lot of great experience. He can be 
ALL YOURS for $1500 and a ride home in your horse trailer.  
Call Bob at 719-233-3662 or 719-576-9027.  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Richard an Mary are going 100% mule. Consequently two beautiful young quarter horses need a new family. They are 
bonded and must stay together. One is a two and a half year old palomino gelding broke to ride, and he handles well. Heõs 
beautiful, agile and smart. The other is a one year old bay filly FULL of personality and good looks. Sheõll be big and long-
legged. She has gone to pony camp and leads well, loads well, and can be easily bridled and saddled. Sheõll be the perfect 
horse for a young person to grow up with. Both horses are wormed and fully vaccinated. Vet records can be supplied.  
$4000 for the pair.  
Call Mary at 719-650-9370. 

F o r  S a l e 
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Did you knowé    

Mules and donkeys used to be called  

Rocky Mountain Canaries?! 

National Western Stock Show  

January 5-24, 2010 

Mule Events!  

Denver Coliseum Educational Center 

Thursday, January 21 

    1:00 pmð Draft Horse & Mule Log Skid Race 

Friday, January 22 

    8:00 amð Mule & Draft Horse Halter Classes 

   11:00 amð Mule & Draft Horse Performance Classes 

    7:00 pmð Mule & Draft Horse Team Race and 

                     6-Hitch Finals and Light Weight Pull 

Saturday, January 23 

    8:00 amð Mule & Draft Horse Performance 

    1:00 pmð Mule & Draft Horse Team Race 

                     4-Hitch Middle and Heavy Weight Pull 

    7:00 pm- Mule & Draft Horse 6-Hitch World Finals 

         and Mule Parade Hitch 

Sunday, January 24 

     7:00 amð Mule & Draft Horse Performance Classes 

     1:00 pmð Mule & Draft Horse Finals- Open Horse 

                     Hitch, 8-Horse Hitch, and Heavy Weight  

          Pull 

For other events, check out the website : 

http://www.nationalwestern.com/nwss/home/

      Member Services 

Richard Emond is looking for handyman work!  

Please give him a call @ 719-269-3685. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Heather Davis & husband will haul hay, large or small 

bales. They can bring a tractor to load & unload if 

needed.  They also haul equipment and probably any-

thing else you need.  Reliable  - Reasonable rates.   

Call Tom.  303-646-7570. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Jackie Lane is a distributor for Juice Plus.  Throw out 

your vitamins and start getting the nutrients immedi-

ately in your body.  Check it out!!!  -Veggies and 

Fruits Every Day for Life.  -Scientifically Tested  

and Researched. www.jacalynjuiceplus.com 


