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     You could not ask for a more beautiful place, more perfect weather, or a better 

selection of trails than what we found in the Flat Top Wilderness of White River  

National Forest. Warm days, cool nights, fresh clean water, good fishing, happy 

mules, and no injuries all added up to another successful PPLEA trip!  

     This wilderness area is fascinating both geologically and biologically. The Flat 

Tops are a concentration of flat-topped headlands dominated by the White River  

Plateau, a flattened dome capped with lava. Three periods of volcanic activity  

occurred over the past 7.5 million years  followed by glaciation and erosion resulting 

in the many lakes and carved scenic valleys of the area.  

     A forest fire several years ago left behind spots of dead standing trees surrounded 

by gorgeous wildflowers. Abundant wildlife has also returned to the area. Our favor-

ite sightings included a Bald Eagle, deer, marmots, ducklings, Brookies, Cut Throat 

trout, and Columbine. -Definitely a must-see.       Happy trails to all! 
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              Meeting called to order by President Bill Lavoie at 7:10 pm 

 

Next meeting will be September 7, 2010 at Country Buffet . 

Minutes from last meeting read and accepted. 

Treasurerôs Report read and accepted.  

ðððððððððððð- 

Update Trail Ride Schedule 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Business 

 Please send any pictures of  PPLEA events, competition results, and announcements to 

 lewisma@d11.org   for Septemberôs newsletter. Thanks! 

 

Meeting Minutes from August 3, 2010         

  Trail Rides & Parades  Schedule 2010    

Date  Location  Contact Person  Comments 

    

15-Aug Prarie Canyon Ranch Stacy Reavis  Day  ride  

5-Sep Hidden Mesa  Bill lavoie  Day Ride 

6-Sep Fountain Parade Jackie Lane  Labor Day Parade 

11-Sep Goose Creek Ride Carolyn Herndon   Sub... 

19-Sep Dome Rock Carolyn Herndon  Day Ride 

Sept 25 -26 

Fun Day at The 

Dunlaps'  Board Members  Members Day  

2-Oct  Penrose Parade Jackie Lane  Apple Days 

17-Oct  Red Rocks Carolyn Herndon  Day Ride 

7-Nov Garden of the Gods  Carolyn Herndon  Day Ride 

5-Dec 

Mule Barn Christmas 

Party  Board Members  12:00 noon start  

1-Jan-11 

Mule Creek Outfit-

ters, Lake George, Jeff & Donna Blake  New Years Day Ride 



 

 

Old Business 

Report by Karen Corey on what not to do... 

 Always wear boots, never sandals! 

 Karen lost her toe due to an accident.  (Ouch!) 

 

New Business 

Mary Lawrence asked for a contribution of $50 for the Colorado Assoc. for Sex Offender Investigation. 

Bobby Lavoie seconded the motion made by Mary. 

 

Trails:   Stacy Reavis 

 

Larimer County Fair - Aug 6th 

Stacy has entry forms. 

 

Prairie Canyon Ranch Ride   Sunday, Aug 15th 

6 1/2 miles south of Franktown on Hwy 83. There is a ranch marker on the east side of 83, located south of the 

Castlewood Canyon entrance. 

Ready to ride @ 9:30 am, mandatory pre-ride meeting at 9:45 am, no rider will be allowed to ride out without the 

group. This area is closed to the general public and is reserved for our group. Almost 1000 acres of historical 

ranchland. Lunch following ride. 

http://www.douglas.co.us/historic/Prairie_Canyon_Ranch.html 

Stacy Reavis 303-646-6273 

 

CO State Fair , Sept 2&3 

Post entries are still being accepted. 

 

Colorado Cowboy Challenge scheduled for September 11th has been cancelled. 

Goose Creek Ride Rescheduled for September 11th. Meet @ 10 am. 

Hwy 24 (exit 141 off I-25) West to Lake George, CO. Turn right 1/2 mile out of Lake George on Cty Rd 77. Hwy 

77 approximately 5 miles to Matukat Rd, turn right. Matukat Rd becomes dirt and continues through the Hayman 

Burn for 14 miles to Goose Creek, turn out on left. Turn left on this small road and follow to the trailhead on the 

right. There is a small corral and room for 6-8 rigs. 

Call Taffy @ 719-648-1082  

 

Fun Day! 

September 25th& 26th at the Dunlap  ranch in Lake George, CO 

BBQ dinner will be provided the evening of  Sept 26th. 

 

Questions raised as to whether we want to participate in parades in the future.  

If so, we need more than 5 riders. 

 

Announcements: 

 

Richard Edmond - August 7th Leadville Burro Race and the August 25th Mosquito Pass Burro Race. 

 

Jeff Blake reported on the Flattops ride. 

 

TWO new membersð Brad and Jeannette Wentzel.  WELCOME! 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm-ish ... 
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     Committee Reports 

      Trails - 

 

 

RIDE LOCATION:     Hidden Mesa Open Space, Franktown, Colorado 

  

TIMES OF EVENTS:   September 5, 2010, at 10:00 AM , and BE READY to Ride at 10:30 (no delays).  

  

LENGTH OF RIDE:     Approximately 2 1/2 hours and 6.5 miles.                               

  

TYPE OF RIDE:         EASY TO MODERATE.  Once you get on top of the Mesa you experience some rock  

(large flat slabs) but nothing serious.  It is up to each individual whether they think 

they would prefer shoes.  I don't really believe it's necessary. 

  

LOCATION OF RIDE:  Hidden Mesa Open Space is located 1 mile north of the cross-

roads in Franktown on the West side.  Hwy 83 is the best route.   From Interquest at 

Hyw 83, it is approximate 33 miles.   You can also go up I-25 and then get off at Castle 

Rock to Franktown.  In Franktown got North on Hwy 83 for 1 mile.  

  

LUNCH:  For those who would like to socialize after the ride, please bring a bag lunch and, of course, water.    

I would estimate we will be back to the trailers around 1:00 PM.  

  

MORE INFORMATION: There is plenty of space for trailers.  The area contains porta-potties and a large covered 

picnic area.  A stream is located at the beginning of the ride to water  your equine (mules & horses). 

  

If you have any question you can reach me at the following:  

email: blavoie@q.com 

cell:    719-440-5084 

  

Look forward to seeing a lot of you there.  

Meeting Minutes Continued . . . 

Door Prize Volunteers  
 

Sept ó10 - Ed & Lucy Martin 

Oct ó10 - Dan & Cathy Meylan 

Nov ó10 - Patty Tuffield 

Dec ô10  (Christmas Party) 

Jan ô11 - Carl Wohlfert 

Feb ó11 - Ken & Karan Corey 

mailto:blavoie@q.com


Related Community Events . . . 

 

Prairie Canyon History Day- Saturday, August 28, 9:30 ï 2:00  

Step back in time at the historic Prairie Canyon Ranch. Enjoy a day of eclectic activities, demonstrations, and displays  

spanning centuries. Check out the restored 1870s barn, blacksmith shop, cellar, Cherry Valley photo display, civil war  

re-enactments, a homestead cabin and saloon, and a Native American camp site. Ranch history tours and short hikes will be 

offered. Bring a picnic lunch. 

       

Register with Carol at 303-660-7495.  

Douglas County Division of Open Space and Natural Resources  

is sponsoring this History Day. 

PPLEA ride to Prairie Canyon Ranch, August 15, 2010 

Join us on a ride through history!  

Areas in Prairie Canyon Ranch were part of a riparian 

restoration project in the mid-2000s. Landowners 

were helpful in reclaiming these natural areas for the 

diverse wildlife living there. 

Frederick Bartruff, a German 

immigrant, laid claim on this 

parcel of land in 1862. 

After marrying his neighbor, 

Babbet Engl, six years later, 

they began the formal home-

steading process. 

The Bartruffôs first log house 

burned down and their barn 

was washed away in the flood 

of 1873.  -a rough beginning! 

 


